
Using Surveys and Mapping in School 
and Community Conversations

In this webinar, presenters Dr. Ron Avi Astor and Dr. Rami Benbenishty 
discuss a “ground-up” approach to school safety through using surveys 
and mapping, facilitating community conversations, and leveraging that 
input to address local needs. Participants will learn to describe the value 
of this approach, create survey and mapping tools, and use feedback to 
assess and refine their safety initiatives.

	» Describe the value of a “ground-up” approach in developing effective 
school safety strategies.

	» Explain how to create surveys and maps that address one of the various 
groups.

	» Leverage school and community input to identify local needs and 
address capacity and organizational challenges.

	» Use collective feedback from the school and community to assess and 
refine the effectiveness of safety initiatives.

Learning Outcomes

Key Takeaways
Collecting local, timely data supports effective, 
context-specific decision-making.

The “Mapping and Monitoring Process” provides 
a framework for continuous improvement, 
guided by the voices of students, educators, 
parents, and community members.

This approach is effective across diverse 
cultural contexts, as demonstrated by 
examples from California, Chile, Israel, and U.S. 
Department of Defense schools.

Additional Resources
Mapping and Monitoring Bullying and Violence: Building 
a Safe School Climate - A book by the webinar presenters 
that explores using mapping and monitoring techniques to 
create safer school environments.

First Steps for Engaging Your School Safety Network - A self-
paced training from the National Center for School Safety 
that guides learners through identifying and engaging with 
their school safety network.

A Quick Guide to School Safety Data Visualization - A 
short resource by the National Center for School Safety 
offering practical guidance on collecting, interpreting, and 
visualizing data to support school safety initiatives.

Questions for Discussion
	» What data does your school already have 
that can support meaningful community 
conversations?

	» What additional data might you need to gather 
to effectively address local concerns?

	» What strengths and assets already exist within 
your community?

	» Who are the key people or groups you hope to 
involve in these discussions?
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